
The journey of cancer medicine

Treatment 
delivered
The treatment is collected in a padded 
yellow transport bag by a member of 

treatment.

Diagnosis and 
treatment plan
After your cancer diagnosis your 

height and weight taken prior to 

to ensure the accuracy of the 
prescription.

This discussion will take place over 
one or two appointments, usually 
over a period of one to two weeks.

Clinical trials

for you to enter the trial. 

Prescription 
ordered
Your consultant will prescribe your 
medicines using the hospital’s online 
prescribing system. A safety check 
of all prescriptions must take place 
by specially trained pharmacists.

Prescribing and screening (safety 
checks) should take place a minimum 

Clinical trials

(anonymised). You will then be registered, 

and your dosage/medicine will then be 
assigned to you.

Prescription 
received
Your prescription is sent to the 
pharmacy where your medicines 
are prepared. All medicines are 

the instructions from the 
prescribing clinician.

This takes at least two hours.

Clinical trials 

registration with the drug and dose 

assigned to you using an online system.

Prescription 
processed
Injectable medicines will either 
be ordered from outside the hospital 
as a ‘ready-to-administer’ medicine 
or we will schedule it to be prepared 
on site in a specialist clean room 
by the pharmacy aseptic team.

The time frame for dispensing and 
releasing bought in products is within 
one hour if requested at short notice.

Clinical trials
The majority of clinical trial drugs 
are made on the day.

Patient 
assessment
When you come to the hospital, you 

be seen by a healthcare professional to 

your treatment. Your cancer medicine 
cannot be released by Pharmacy until 
the healthcare professional has 

with treatment.

Your appointment with a healthcare 
professional will be approximately one 
to two hours after your bloods are taken. 

If you are on a one-stop pathway and 
your prescription is adjusted following 
your assessment this will mean that your 
treatment may be delayed while the 
necessary safety checks and changes 
are made.

Clinical trials
Some trials do not support the two-stop 
process and can only be done as a one-stop.

Product 
preparation

a worksheet. The raw materials used 
are assembled and passed into 
a sterile room, where they are mixed 
together in a medical safety cabinet 
or isolator by a skilled operator. 

In house products (non-trial) have a two 

to release. They should be ready to use 

the day before treatment, it should be 
ready and waiting on the unit when you 
arrive for your treatment appointment.

Clinical trials
Clinical trial medicines need further 
stringent checks against a trial protocol.

Treatment ready 

for inspection. These checks 

day care unit that the treatment 
is ready for collection.

If you are on a one-stop pathway this 
will be on the same day as your blood 
test and consultation with a healthcare 
professional.

If you are on a two-stop pathway this 
step will be on the same day as your 
appointment for treatment.

Treatment 
administered
Anti-cancer medicines are 
administered to patients in a number 

your treatment.

The length of your treatment depends 
on the drug and whether it is the start 
of the treatment cycle.

Clinical trials
Prior to starting your treatment there 
will be assessment/samples which need 
to be obtained before, during and after 
treatment. You may need to stay for 

Medicines 
to take home
In most cases, during or after 

member of the pharmacy or nursing 

medicines to take home. They will 
explain how to take each medicine.  

Medicines will be released from 

there are no changes. Sometimes you 
may have to wait if changes are required.

Clinical trials

a pharmacist or research nurse will explain 
the process of how and when it should be 

of a diary card to record when medicines 
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One-stop pathway

appointment and treatment on the 
same day. One-stop pathways are 

Two-stop pathway

clinic appointment on the same day, 
followed by treatment one to two 
days later.

Treatment pathways
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